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WILL TRUMP AND LEADERS OF THE REGION MAKE PEACE FOR ALL?

THE LIFTING OF SANCTIONS ON THE NEW SYRIA IS
THE BEGINNING OF A HISTORIC TRANSFORMATION OF THE STABILITY AND RENAISSANCE OF THE REGION AND

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE OF PALESTINE ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF ITS CATASTROPHE

By Prof. Dr. Sabri Samirah, President of MENA Foundation for the Development of New Communities
15/05/2025

From Gaza to Syria: Two Complementary Paths in an Extraordinary Transformative Moment

In my article published on 18 and 19/01/2025 previous:

"THE END OF A HISTORIC WAR IN GAZA. AND A STRATEGIC VISION TO BUILD A SHARED FUTURE ON THE BACKDROP OF A
HUMANITARIAN CATASTROPHE AND LEGENDARY SACRIFICES."

At the time, | considered that stopping the war on Gaza — despite its magnitude and the continued
suffering of Gazans — constitutes a historic turning point in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and in the
balances of the region, and opens the door to a new, more balanced, just and humane regional
project.

Today, despite the fact that the catastrophic Gaza war has not stopped, and its people will suffer for
many years after its due cessation in any way that is inevitable, | find myself continuing on the same
path, because the moment of lifting sanctions on Syria is no less important, but represents a
complementary and escalating step within the same transformative context:

A moment that marks the end of an era of destruction, disintegration, conflicts, internal and proxy
war,

And the beginning of a real building phase for the state and society,

And openness to fair and stable partnerships among the States and peoples of the region.

What | said in my article about Gaza is still valid in terms of orientation and content, and this Syrian
step reinforces and activates that vision, and redirects attention towards a future that can be built
with weapons and confrontational alliances, but with equal partnerships, mutual interests, and

ic and realistic peace.
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The New Syria: From the Permissible Arena to the Independent State

The lifting of sanctions on Syria represents an international recognition that the previous formula of
the Syrian state has collapsed, and that there is an opportunity to build a new, more independent and
sovereign formula, and less subject to external influence and militia agendas.

The new Syria, with its leadership and society, faces a historic test today:

Can it turn from a burden on the region into an actor of stability, development and regional
integration?

The answer is not only in the hands of the Syrians, but it is the collective responsibility of the people
and leaders of the region, and of the international powers that have contributed to complicating the
scene and now have an opportunity to contribute to its reform.

The lifting of sanctions is not only an international legal measure, but an economic and political
gateway that opens the way for investments, projects, infrastructure and real regional integration, if

managed collectively and with good determination to break with the logic of long-term conflicts.

Redefining the U.S. Role: Higher Interests, Not Free Concessions

US President Donald Trump, in his bold move to lift sanctions, did not offer a "free gift", but was in
line with his theses and policies, and redrew the boundaries of the real higher American interest:
America needs a stable region to reduce its security costs.

It needs markets and economic and development opportunities,

It needs real partners who provide it with what they ask of it.

Here, the region has once again emerged as a partner that offers a lot, not a burden that fears a
violent explosion that the time has come to stop once and for all, and to miss all opportunities derived
from its stability and cooperation with it.

What is happening is not just a presidential initiative, but part of a grand strategic deal between
America and the region. These transformations cannot actually bear fruit without the wider
involvement of international partners, led by the United Nations and Western powers, and allowing
r other world powers as well, which can play an integral role in supporting reconstruction paths and
oting civil peace, away from narrow alighments, the essence of which is:

nsive stabilization building,
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Limit any threat or expansionist influence of any power in the region at the expense of others, and
prevent its zero-sum conflicts,

And to transform Syria and other arenas of influence into a state of balance and intersecting interests.
It is important to realize that America is not rearranging the region out of a vacuum or idealism, but
because it has come to realize that regional chaos costs it more than it is used to, and that the solution
is not in more involvement, as it has withdrawn and will withdraw its armies and avoided engaging in
wars in the region, but rather the solution is to prevent the effects of chaos through dialogue and
reform between the disputants, cooperative relations, and smart partnerships.

This is arare moment when international will intersects with domestic needs, with increasing maturity
among the region's leaders. Whoever captures the moment can rewrite history, not with slogans, but

with intelligent design, planning and execution.

Regional Leaders: From Managing Balances to Shaping the Future
Despite their failures in the bitter Gaza war and the expectation of a higher ceiling from the people,
the leaders of the region — those you love and those you hate — have proved, in recent years, despite
the insistence of some of them on experimenting with the saboteur, that they are not merely
recipients of foreign policies, but actors capable of making strategic change if there is a collective will
and awareness, and have sought through strategic and practical relationships and steps to build
opportunities for this change.
What happened in Syria, what is happening in Palestine and Gaza, and what has begun to appearin
other files in the region that may tend to be resolved peacefully, indicate a growing regional political
and strategic maturity that has begun to go beyond the logic of axes and escalation, towards the logic
of cooperation and building smart and balanced alliances, and for the benefit of every regime and
state and for the region and its peoples in the end.
The beginnings of this shift are not only in policies, but in concepts:
From domination to partnership,

om zero conflict to constructive equilibrium,

dependency to the independence of the regional decision responsibly.

the way for building a new balance in relations between states, and consolidates the
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"We take as much as we give, and we influence as much as we take responsibility."
Transforming Syria from an arena into a state, from a crossing point of influence to an integration
complex, is the most worthy project for international and regional investment today, if we are really

looking for a stable and balanced Middle East.

Peoples, Elites and Oppositions: Towards a Comprehensive Historical Rationality

It is indisputable that most countries in the region suffer from severe structural bottlenecks such as
tyranny, corruption, economic imbalances, and heavy life pressures on their people.

On the other hand, the experiences of bloody conflicts and internal clashes waged by groups of
peoples and oppositions — including Islamist currents — have often led to catastrophic and destructive
results that have deepened tyranny instead of weakening it, displaced societies instead of liberating
them, and fragmented the political, civil and elite entities that are essential components for the
establishment of complete and mature societies and political systems.

It is time for all parties:

Governments and regimes,

political, social and elite oppositions,

Islamic and reformist currents of all spectrums,

Civil society with its independent unions, institutions and initiatives,

To engage in a historic and realistic and serious dialogue that establishes a long-term road map that
allows each country to peacefully and gradually develop its institutions towards good democracy,
public reform, and effective governance over decades on end.

This does not mean exonerating regimes, perpetuating tyranny, but rather giving mutual space to
build trust, avoid collapses, and allowing ruling regimes to feel safe to make mature political
concessions that are in everyone's long-term interest.

With this approach, it is possible:

the transition to a peaceful transfer of power,

ocus regional efforts on development and integration rather than on interference and incitement,
ing a model of collective cooperation, as happened in Europe after its wars, and its success in

ring experience of the European Union.
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This transformation must be managed with a realistic geopolitical understanding that recognizes that
we are in the "American neighborhood" politically, security-wise, and economically, but we can
benefit intelligently from the multiple international balances, without being dependent or fighting
proxy wars, and without slogan-related enmities with the West and America, or slogans of removing
Israel.

A stable and prosperous region in which Israel must integrate fully to protect itself and achieve its
interests, by restoring the rights of the Palestinians and immediately — if the Israelis understand — the
building of an independent and sovereign State of Palestine next to them. They have no chance at all,
and the reality of the region and the world today will also not allow them to remove the Palestinians
and their cause from existence.

The solution is to live together in justice and peace for all.

Rather, what is required is that our own capabilities be built as a coherent region, and that regimes,
peoples and oppositions meet at a point of balance, justice and common higher interests, enabling us
to impose our real weight on international powers in order to serve the dignity of our peoples and

our position in the world.

The New Economy: The Gateway to Real Stability

The lifting of sanctions on Syria not only carries political and security dimensions, but opens the door
to enormous economic opportunities for the entire region.

From reconstruction, to the integration of energy and transport networks, to the revitalization of
cross-border trade, Syria could become a regional node with a double benefit:

Internal growth in Syria,

and integrative growth in neighboring countries and the region.

This can only be achieved in a climate of stability, not in chaos or the survival of old rotten systems.
Shifting toward balanced regional partnerships requires freeing the economy from sanctions and
multiple tutelage: foreign tutelage, militia tutelage, and the tutelage of corruption mafias that are old
r may grow if the country is not well managed.

comes the opportunity to build a new economic model, based on the principles of:

e development,

owerment,
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Green Economy,

Strengthening digital infrastructure and economic governance,

The basis of all this is: the development of education, scientific research, inventions, technology,
and other basics.

Real-life challenges: questions not to ignore

Some may ask:

What guarantees will the Syrian regime actually develop?

What prevents Iran from continuing its policies?

Or Israel from obstructing any project of stability and peace?

The factual answer: there are no absolute guarantees in politics.

But the alternative to understanding is chaos,

An alternative to conditional trust is total collapse.

The approach proposed is not based on good intentions, but on a balance of negotiable interests and
intersections, gradual change, and collective engagement in oversight and governance.

No one is asking the Syrian regime to turn against itself, Iran to deny its history, Israel to give up itself,
the Palestinians to give up their most basic rights, and the peoples and regimes of the region not to
pursue their interests.

What we are asking for is for everyone at all levels to engage in formulas of realistic and intelligent
balances, which develop interests, prevent collapses, and get everyone out of the cycles of hostility

and costly zero-sum conflicts.

Youth and Renaissance: The Dream Must Return
The youth of the region, Arab youth and the diaspora have the right to dream,

It must be empowered, as it has many high competencies, has a keen energy, and constitutes a human

and strategic asset that must be restored to build the renaissance of its societies."

Not to be reduced to conflict camps,

or to be cornered in the corners of unemployment, despair and migration.

previous phase was led in the language of weapons, sanctions and wars, the next phase must

ted in the language of openness, tolerance, cooperation, science, creativity, initiatives and
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Young people are the bearers of real change, and no renaissance can be complete without
empowering them:

Through quality education,

Free spaces for culture, art and media,

Entrepreneurial opportunities,

and creative networks at the regional level.

Iran and Israel: Faced with Interests, Not Ideology

In light of these transformations, Iran opens up a historic opportunity for normal integration into the
region, in security, peace and partnership, if it chooses the path of state rather than militia, interests
rather than expansion, development rather than weakening.

The region is not hostile to anyone, but it will not accept the policies of chaos, interference and
tutelage, whether from Iran, Israel or any other countries that are still stuck in these behaviors.

Iran has a real chance—political, economic, and strategic—if it decides to be part of a natural regional
balance project rather than a collision project.

Israel is also facing a decisive moment:

It cannot continue to struggle with all its surroundings,

Nor should it lose its position even within its first alliance: the United States.

Even America has major interests that cannot be compromised for the sake of short-sighted Israeli
practices.

Israel must understand that real normalization is not granted, but built and acquired:

to provide to the region, not just to require it,

To participate and initiate peace projects, not to obstruct them,

It should respect the Palestinians as a people with the right to self-determination and cooperate with

them to establish their true state that gives Israel real security, not continue to treat them as an
existential, security or gender crisis of the second order.

his may seem like an impossible dream, but | am confident that the truth, reality and the failure of
's attempts will compel it to do so if it does not take the initiative out of any conscience, morality,
calculations of clear interests, especially if the region coheres and stabilizes, develops and

ith its sons and rulers.
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Palestine: From Suffering to Leadership

The lifting of sanctions on Syria and its reintegration into the regional equation strengthens Palestine's
political and strategic position, and forces everyone — from the West to the region — to recognize that
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict cannot be jumped over, but must be resolved seriously.

Palestinians must unite,

and put forward a realistic comprehensive national project,

The world must realize that the establishment of an independent Palestinian state on the 1967
borders is:

The only logical solution, the deeper interest of all, the real guarantee of the security of Israel and the
region together, and most importantly: ending the suffering of the Palestinian people for a century

and stopping their fragments and dispersion in the world.

Towards a Comprehensive Renaissance for the Wider Region

In my research, interests and initiatives, and in the work of MENA for the development of new
societies, we believe that what is happeningin Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq, Sudan, Somalia,
and even Pakistan, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan and others, is not a separate local affair, but part of a
common destiny for the wider region.

The vision | adopted decades ago is that Ennahda is not built on closure, but on dialogue, and is not
imposed by arms and oppression, but is built by partnership and sustainable development.

The new Syria, if its transformation is managed wisely and cooperatively, could serve as a model for

other failed states to begin a renaissance for itself and the region.

Conclusion — The True Road to Peace Begins Now

At the moment sanctions on Syria are lifted, we find ourselves at a historic crossroads:
Either we continue to live in the vortex of wars, conflicts and conspiracies,

Or to establish a new Middle East based on:

Justice,

ual interests,

hensive development,

» hat excludes no one.

ent of slogans, but a moment of road maps.
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This is what | am calling for today, as | have called for before:

To rebuild the region by all its people and leaders, in fair partnership with the world, and with a
vision that elevates human interests and dignity above any short-term calculations.
| always put my effort, experience, institution and vocation at the service of this vision.

May a sincere word bear fruit, and a moment of transformation that its makers can manage well,

changing the course of history.

-The end-
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